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         
        
  





 
          
         

 





          





        

       
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      

        

          

          

 


      



  
      


         
          



           
        
        


       
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what he wanted was an entirely different life than the one
he had.

Silas�s feet sank into the sand where he was standing as a
wave pushed him backward before pulling him in again. He
submerged himself, allowing the sea to swathe him in a deli
cious baptism, and there it was again. That strange, silvery
voice calling out to him as it had before. It was as if the sea was
teasing him, beckoning him. He still remembered the rst time
he had heard it, the ethereal sound that was at once comfort
ing, erotic, and spine-chilling. He called out a curious �Hello?�
There was no answer. He shook his head and dove under
another wave.

That night, alone in his bed, he recreated that otherworldly
sound in his mind as he abused himself to the point of a
sweaty, shameful release. He thought about the moment he
had turned away from the water, the glint of shimmering
scales and salt-slick skin that caught his eye and then disap
peared beneath the waves. Silas turned in his bed, unable to
erase the voice from his mind. He nally fell into a tful sleep,
plagued with strange, erotic dreams of a woman he did not
know who tormented and beckoned him from the sea.


